LORD   PRIVY   SEAL   AT   LARGE
also to report after the interview that Eden * was entertained
at dinner to-night by Signer Suvich instead of Signer Musso-
lini.* The Duce did not even bother to turn up—a more than
usually specious diplomatic illness sufficed to explain his
absence. Eden, however, actually did stay over to the 28th,
had further talks with the Ambassadors, and dined at the
French Embassy. He was also received in private audience
by the Pope and had the chance of meeting that master of
diplomatic finesse, Cardinal Pacelli.
On March the ist Eden was back again in Paris, and this
time was able to see Doumergue and Barthou, but he was
unable to get any satisfactory concession from them. France
was still unwilling to admit any rearming of Germany as
legal. The Italian scheme, which narrowed the duration of
the Convention from ten years to six years, was perhaps a
slight improvement on the British Memorandum, but when
Eden returned to London and at once saw MacDonald, Simon
and Baldwin, there was little for him to report but an occa-
sional anecdote. It would seem that Hider emerged from the
viva vocc with the top marks, but he alone of the candidates
was ineligible for a prize.
On March 14 a discussion on the possibility of secur-
ing a Disarmament Convention was again arranged in the
Commons expressly to give Eden an opportunity to com-
municate the impressions he had formed during his tour. He
did his best to take a cheerful view of what he admitted to be
a very serious situation. What had been borne in on him most
of all was the complete failure of the French and German
peoples to understand each other's point of view. On the
one side there was an * aggravated impatience % on the other
a e mistrustful apprehension '. Could the gap be bridged, and
was there any use in trying to bridge it?
The answer according to Eden was that it was certainly
not hopeless to try. As long as there was a glimmer of
light they could not admit defeat, but for the present
there was little more than a glimmer. Nothing had

